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               Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 
on the 9th December 2009
Present 
 Mrs L Herniman (took the chair), Mr G Hookway, Mr B King, Mr N Hopkins, Mr R Petherbridge, Mrs C Pedlar, Mrs A Snell (Clerk)           
In Attendance   Cllr A Boyd, Mrs V Hookway
Apologies:
Mr A Chamings, Mr C House, Mr D Turner, PCSO Sandra Brown
Time for Public Participation 
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interest, 

including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this 

meeting. They are also reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within 

their Register of Interests should be updated. 
1).The minutes of the meeting held on 11th November were agreed and signed.

2). Clerks report. I A letter has been received in reply to the letter sent regarding the activities that are occurring at Southdown Adventure Centre, Yarnscombe, the letter informed the council that a planning application is at present being considered. ii. Emergency planning leaflets were distributed to councillors. iii. The Community Emergency planning pack has been received and the chairman and clerk are to complete as much as possible. iv. A Christmas card has been received from Councillor Margaret Brown TDC.
3). Chairman Report, i. The purchasing of the Memorial seat at Kingscott was discussed it was decided after a proposal and agreement not to purchase but to give the undertaking that “a contribution towards unforeseen repairs would be available from the Parish Council when required”, all agreed. 
4).Highways A letter has been received informing the council that from Tuesday 5th Jan to the 19th Jan the road from Belle Vue Cross to High Bullen will be closed for patching work. Pot holes are to be reported on the end of Stevenstone road on the junction with the B3227 and near the entrance to the Sports Club.
5. County/ District Councillors items
The TDC Draft Wing policy has been received it was relayed to the meeting, if anyone wishes to make a comment please contact the clerk for further details. A letter has also been received from TDC regarding dispensation to councillors who are on other committees within the parish; a copy of this was distributed to each councillor for their information. Councillor Boyd reported that highways have introduced a new way of working which is experiencing difficulties, the small works unit has been lost therefore there is no instance response to problems, also redundancies have been made at South West Highways. TD councillors are requesting the procedures are reassessed. The Boundary Commission have reopened the consultation on unitary status for Devon again until the 19th January many District councillors think unitary is the wrong way ahead and that shared services between councils is the better way. The initial figure for going unitary status was in the region of 24million pounds now it is considered to be over 100 million pounds. Shared services are now operational with North Devon and as the new chief executive of TDC is also Teignbridge’s chief executive shared services are envisaged with this district council. TDC is doing well, since June 7 million pounds has been saved from back office departments. DCC new recruitment policy is to not advertise externally other than teaching and Social Care posts but to reappoint internally offering additional training, as it is felt there is to many middle management with the objective to reduce this area, with an envisaged saving of £20 million over 2 years. The local issue of school transportation to Torrington Community College was discussed as there are 15 children from St Giles who are unable to receive DCC transportation, also the cost of free bus passes to over 60’s was discussed.
6).Finance i)
Approve and sign the following cheques: -
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General Account, 

	780
	Clerks salary
	£275.00

	781
	Office expenses
	£31.10

	782
	CAB
	£15.00

	783
	WRVS
	£15.00


The new external auditor for the Audit Commission is a Mr W Rickard
i. An insurance quote of £258 per annum for one item of ramp equipment has been obtained with £310 for two items; this was noted and will be discussed further at the meeting prior to the insurance being paid. With regard to insurance it was suggested the Council ensures the grass contractor Plandscape has public liability insurance cover and a copy obtained and also that they carry out a risk assessment.
ii. It was proposed by Mrs C Pedlar and seconded by Mr B King to donate £15 to both the CAB and WRVS all agreed. A thank you letter has been received from Torridge Community Transport for the contribution of £150 that was made. 
7. Planning 
	
	
	PC Recommendations 
	TDC

	1/0823/09
	Alco Engineering, High Bullen 14 dwellings
	
	The application has been passed by with 13 houses, TDC planners felt the buildings were to big for the plots especially in the area of plots 1,2 and 3, with insufficient back garden space. The amended plans are on the internet. The fencing along the road is to be a wall and the houses located further back from the road. the PC comments regards materials used has been taken on board  

	DDC/2948/09
	Composting of shredded garden waste for on farm use Winscott Barton
	After discussion it was agreed to make no comment on this application
	


8). Police Report, In the last 30 days there has no crimes reported but 4 road traffic calls and 3 concerns of welfare.

9). Mr G Hookway gave an update on the play equipment, the poles have been ordered and hopefully the carriage will  be waved as no time limit for delivery has been requested, Mr Hookway and M Petherbridge are to look at the metal shoes to be put on the ends of the poles.



10). Dog bins; Mr Hookway has received the grant of  £400 from Cllr Morrish for the dog bins, the cost to purchase is £85 plus Vat in red, green is very difficult to get and will cost more, the bins are not allowed to be erected on telegraph poles or on private land. The proposed sites are Skittle Alley path, the Recreation field wall, by the War Memorial, on the old School path and Barry’s Corner.
11) Correspondence 
 i. RD&E information has been received.

ii. The Devon Talk was distributed.
iii. The Register of Electors has been received by the clerk with 455 on the electoral role.
iv. Safe and Sound Building Safer Communities Together leaflets were distributed.
The TDC Prioritisation of budget Questionnaire was completed.

As there was no further business the meeting was closed.
Date of next meeting – Wednesday, 13th January 2010, 7.30 pm.   Parish Council Meeting.




At the Parish Hall, 
… …………….……………Chairman
                                                                                    ………………………..……Date  
Dates of forthcoming meeting:  Wednesday 10th February 2010 7.30pm




