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               Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 
on the 11th November 2009
Present 
 Mrs L Herniman (took the chair), Mr G Hookway, Mr B King, Mr C House, Mr N Hopkins, Mr R Petherbridge, Mrs C Pedlar, Mr D Turner, Mrs A Snell (Clerk)           
In Attendance   Ms S Kelway, Mr A Clements, Mr D Easterbrook
Apologies:
Mr A Chamings , PCSO Sandra Brown
Time for Public Participation 
Mrs Lorna Herniman welcomed Ms Mary Reese from The Environment Agency to talk to the meeting with regard to her role as site officer at Deep Moor tip, she has to ensure the conditions of the permit are adhered to, she commented that she has had low levels of complaints regarding the smell emitted from the tip. There are a large number of different aspects of recycling composting etc that is now undertaken at Deep Moor she looks after the landfill leach and the smells both gas and composting smells. She has got the management to now tip in a small bunded cell to allow covering down to be done more successfully, the question was asked did the community feel there are now less seagulls and flies in the vicinity? A large audit is to be carried out to ensure all procedures are being adhered to, also in late Nov/Dec a landfill gas test is being undertaken by a national environmental representative this will take an officer 2 months to complete. Ms Reese is expecting this survey to find that more landfill gas needs to be collected (this is done by more boreholes drilled into the waste to be able to collect more of the gas so it is not emitted, which will hopefully elevate some of the problem) if this is the case this can be used as evidence for greater action to be taken. 

The main point is that residents and passers by need to complain so that action can be taken to try and elevate the problem to complain you need to ring: 
The Environment Agency Hotline 0800 80 70 60 
You will be asked a series of questions including how you rate the smell from 1-10 and what type of smell you think it is, the call will be logged the more people that call the greater action that can be taken. The Agency can penalise the tip by fining them for none compliance with the permit, thus making the annual fee greater. They will then take the situation more seriously as the fines will get greater and greater. The complaints are rated on a score system if the site score is more than 140 the annual fee will increase by 300%. The complaint phone line is operational 24 hours per day. The comment from the floor was that the smell it at its worst early mornings and late in the evening. At one time there was a committee with Parishes represented and representatives from the tip and environmental agency Ms Reese is working on reintroducing this committee.

This issue is not going to be resolved in the short term but the more people that complain the greater action that can be taken. Notices are to be put in the Parish magazine and the Torrington Town Cryer.

With the telephone number if people wants to complain. Ms Reese was thanked very much for attending the meeting. 
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interest, 

including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this 

meeting. They are also reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within 

their Register of Interests should be updated.

1).The minutes of the meeting held on 14th October were agreed and signed.

2). Clerks report. i. The DACB refund has not yet been received they are to be contacted again. ii. The result of the speed survey carried out on a two week period in July and September was relayed to the meeting concluding that the average speed during the times of monitoring were between 21-25 mph, so it was agreed no action regarding signage was required at present.
3). Chairman Report, i. The activities that are occurring at Southdown Adventure Centre, Yarnscombe were relayed to the meeting regarding the quad bike riding and the clay pigeon shooting, the latter is 
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causing the greatest concern with the noise and pellets that are falling on neighbouring land. No planning permission is in place for the shooting which should be covered under a 28 day rule for activities of this nature but this appears not to be adhered to, so it was proposed by Mr N Hopkins and seconded by Mr R Petherbridge for the council to send a letter to the planning department highlighting the point of the non compliance of the 28 day rule, all in favour.
4).Highways 
A letter has been received from TDC re flood protection aqua sacs are available these increase in size to absorb 30 times there original size. The flooding on the road between the tip and High Bullen is to be reported again. Pot holes are to be reported again at Park View and near the entrance to the Sports Club, also to report a subsidence of the road by the War Memorial. 

5. County/ District Councillors items
No report was given as no County or District councillors were present. A letter has been received from TDC re cleaning your village this was relayed to the meeting.
6).Finance i)
Approve and sign the following cheques: -







General Account, 

	78
	Torridge Community Transport
	£150.00


ii. Mr G Hookway gave an update on the play equipment this was discussed at length, he has been and visited other play equipment sites that have metal boots on the end of the poles all felt this was a good idea, the compensation from RGB is £250 and a free pole. It was proposed by Mr D Turner and seconded by Mr N Hopkins to purchase 2 new poles including the free one, 8 metal shoes move the equipment and re-erect which is estimated to cost in the region of £1000 all agreed, and to give Mr Hookway authority to have the work undertaken.
iii. Insurance quotes have been received with regard to the Parish Council assets the notice boards and benches would cost approx. £22 pa and the play equipment with a value of £10,000 approx £123. 

The bench at Kingscott was discussed as this was not an agenda item this was deferred to a subsequent meeting. These quotes are to be considered when the renewal is due. 

iv. The grant request from Torridge Community Transport was discussed it was proposed by Mr D Turner and seconded by Mr N Hopkins to donate £150 , 42 parishioners have used the service in the last 12 months undertaking over 400 journeys.

v. The Grass cutting tenders were relayed to the meeting it was proposed by Mr R Petherbridge and seconded by Mr N Hopkins to have Plandscape at £402 plus Vat to undertake the grass cutting for the 2010 season all agreed.

vi. The Parish Precept was discussed it was proposed by Mr N Hopkins and seconded by Mr R Petherbridge to keep the precept at £4950 for a second year.

vii. The Standing Order form was signed by the chairman.

7. Planning 
	
	
	PC Recommendations 
	TDC

	1/0823/09
	Alco Engineering, High Bullen 14 dwellings
	
	

	1/0910/09
	2. Jewells Water permanent planning for two 2000 LPG tanks.
	
	Passed


8). Police Report, In the last 30 days there has 5 transport related logs including cows on the road, 1 crime related, 2 public safety and 3 for antisocial behaviour.
3 crimes were committed 1 burglary, 1criminal damage and 1 anti social behaviour (out of control dog)



9). Dog bins; Mr Hookway has had notice that the parish is to receive a grant of £400 to spend 

on dog bins, to purchase from TDC they are £85 each also included is free fixing and collection of waste, the colour was discussed, after a vote it was agreed to purchase 4 green ones. Siting was also discussed with proposals of outside the parish hall, by the war memorial, on the main street and one at Kingscott, this is to be decided.
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A letter has been received from the St Giles PCC thanking the Parish Council for the grant they receive for the grass cutting and the maintenance of the clock. Cllr J Morrish is offering a grant of £250 this information is to be relayed to the church. 

11) Correspondence 
 i. The Playing Field was to be passed onto Mrs J Adams.
ii. A letter from North Devon Bioshere Reserve has been received.
iii. A consultation document from South West Ambulance Service has been received.
iv. A letter from South West Lifelong Learning giving an update

As there was no further business the meeting was closed.
Date of next meeting – Wednesday, 9th December 2009, 7.30 pm.   Parish Council Meeting.




At the Parish Hall, 
… …………….……………Chairman
                                                                                    ………………………..……Date  
Dates of forthcoming meeting:  Wednesday 13th January 2010 7.30pm




