St Giles in the Wood Parish Council
PARISH PLAN REVIEW





8TH June 2011

1.HOUSING
The main achievement of the Parish Plan and Housing Needs Survey has been the construction and now occupation of 8 Affordable houses, two three bedroom and 6 two bedroom houses by local people. St Giles came second in the Devon Rural Housing Award 2010 by one point.

Conclusion 

In the long term to carry out another housing needs survey.

2. TRANSPORT

DCC highways have carried out a speed data survey through the village which concluded that the average speed in a two week period between July and September in 2009 was between 21-25mph so no signage was required. Mr Anstee from DCC highways did report that the sporadic parking along the main thoroughfare was a natural speed calming initiative. The bus service was report to be sufficient.

Conclusion 

At present speeding is not an issue but can be reviewed in the future.
3. EDUCATION

Local Authorities have been approached regarding offering facilities for vocational training and leaflets posted on the Notice Boards. 

The residents with school age children are participating in car sharing.

Conclusion

Residents to contact local education authority to ascertain the availability of training.
4. EMPLOYMENT
As education local authorities and other business grant providers were approached and information posted on the notice boards. 

Conclusion 

As these are ongoing and changing, these need to be sourced by interested parties relevant to their particular circumstances.

5. RETAIL SERVICES
Farmers markets are now taking place in the village which was initiated by the residents.

Ms Lousie Day from the Citizens Advice Bureau, came and spoke to the Parish Council, stating that the Torrington drop in centre is open from 9.30am to 12.30 on Tuesdays, debt and unemployment are the main points of enquiry at present but they do cover all situations with six advisors each day available by telephone. 
Conclusion
The Parish Council gives a small annual grant to the Citizens Advice Bureau.

6. SPORTS, SOCAIL AND LEISURE

Meetings have begun with regard to modernising the hall; the Sports Club has been refurbished, the play equipment has also been refurbished with the next step to have some play equipment for younger children which the Parish Council are to give a £1000 grant. 

The Parish web site has been running from 2008 with some very useful information, the Parish Councils minutes and agendas are posted monthly.
Website address: www.st-giles-in-the-wood.co.uk

Conclusion
To encourage residents to work together towards the refurbishment of the Hall, with the possible arrangement of more activities.

7. ENVIORMENT
Four red dog bins have been purchased with a grant from Torridge District Council and have been placed at High Bullen, Kingscott and two in St Giles village, these are working well but greater use would be even better. Ms Mary Reese from the Environment Agency has been and spoken to the Parish Council with regard to Deep Moor and any other environmental issues.

Conclusion
There is a hotline number for anyone wishing to report any problems: 0800 80 70 60

 A village clean up day needs to be organised this is a joint responsibility between residents and the Parish Council 
8. HEALTH
First responder training is the responsibility of residents, as yet the Parish Council have not carried out the monitoring of rapid response times. 
Conclusion
Carry out this monitoring.

If any parishioners have any issues that they feel should be added to the Pariah Plan the Parish Council would be most interested in hearing they views and ideas and will endeavour to move these issue forward. 
Parish Plan was prepared by the residents Steering Group in 2008.
